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Historical investigation on paradigm of ''species standardization' of
Chinese herbal medicine

ZHANG Wei
( Institute of Chinese Materia Medica China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences Beijing 100700 China)

Abstract  The paradigm can be summarized as the same methodological principles followed by the members of the learning commu—
nity who received common education training and edification in the common social and historical stage and had common academic
views concepts and terms. The "species standardization" paradigm of botanical drugs in China has experienced the period of non-stand—
ardization of names ( the end of the Warring States period) the period of multi-dimensional textual research paradigm of traditional mate—
ria medica ( from the end of the Warring States period to 1930s) and periods of modern plant taxonomy system research paradigm
( from 1930s to the present) . The multi-dimensional textual research paradigm of traditional materia medica is characterized by the tex—
tual research of species in different regions and years based on the classification of the natural attributes and the habit of correspondence
between names and materials from the multi-dimensional investigation of the name appearance color smell texture growth envi-
ronment efficacy and morphological characteristics of medicinal materials to find the correspondence between names and materials.
The purpose of the progress in traditional species standardization is practicality for humans and there is a lack of systematic research on
the classification and naming principles in line with its laws from the plant itself resulting in inaccurate research results. The research
paradigm of modern plant taxonomy is herbal research. The characteristics of this paradigm are using plant taxonomy knowledge to con—
duct textual research to confirm the species of the drug and calibrate the scientific name by the double name method based on the plant
morphology harvest season origin distribution ecological habits names drug efficacy and other data in the litewature of previous
dynasties. This paradigm combines the knowledge of traditional materia medica and modern plant taxonomy and the results of species

research are accurate.
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