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“Geo-authentic Medicines” in Yuzhou since the Qing Dynasty
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School of history and society, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China

[ Abstract ] Yuzhou is one of the four major distribution centers of medicinal materials in China, enriched with not
only local medicines but also medicinal materials from all over the country. Although Yuzhou’s abundant medicinal
materials do not constitute a decisive factor in the formation of the medicinal market, they provide a large number of
material sources for the market. Since mid-Qing dynasty, specialized planting areas had appeared in Yuzhou and adjacent
regions with considerable medicinal products. Genuine medicines such as Yubaizhi (Radix Angelicae), Yunanxing
(Rhizoma Arisaematis), Huiquanxie (Scorpion), and Yubaifuzi (Rhizoma Typhonii), both from Yuzhou and surrounding
areas, gradually won their fame as geo-authentic medicines in the development of Yuzhou medicinal market and became
representatives in the jointly construction of the geo-authentic medicinal market. Since the Qing Dynasty, the cultivation

of medicinal materials and even the formation of “geo-authentic medicines” in some famous medicinal markets have
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clearly reflected a typical commercial and cultural phenomenon. Thus, importance should be attached to the role of
market mechanism and humane factors in shaping the concepts of medicinal materials in relevant researches.

[ Keywords ] Yuzhou; Medicinal Market; Geo-authentic Medicinal Materials; Qing Dynasty
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