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[ Abstract] Hepatolenticular degeneration, also known as Wilson disease (WD), is a hereditary disease caused by mutations
in the ATP7B gene, leading to copper metabolism disorders. Gene mutations result in impaired synthesis of copper-binding protein,
and abnormal excretion of copper through bile leads to pathological deposition of copper in various organs, ultimately causing multi-
organ damage. The insidious onset and low specificity of symptoms make it difficult to diagnose this disease. On the basis of
existing studies and the theory of latent toxin, this paper proposes that latent toxin in kidney collaterals is the main pathogenesis of
renal injury in WD. It is pointed out that health Qi deficiency and latent pathogen are the premises for the occurrence of this disease,
and the transformation of latent pathogen into toxin is the ley pathological process. Toxin damaging kidney collaterals is the ultimate

result. According to the pathogenesis, this paper proposes the treatment principle of reinforcing healthy Qi and resolving toxin and
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treatment based on syndrome differentiation. This review provides new ideas for the diagnosis and treatment of renal injury in WD

with traditional Chinese medicine.

[Keywords] renal injury in Wilson disease; kidney collaterals; latent toxin; etiology; pathogenesis; treatment
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