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Knowledge, Epidemics and Commerce: the Application and

Commercialization of Sha-Medicine in the Qing Dynasty
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[ Abstract ] In daily life, Sha-Medicine was used together with Sha-scraping and Sha-needling to treat Sha-eruption.
The external therapies of Sha syndrome such as scraping and needling were widely employed before Qing Dynasty, while
relevant drug therapy was formally incorporated into the treatment models when Guo Zhisui wrote a monograph on Sha
syndrome in early Qing Dynasty. The formulas and medicines developed by Guo Zhisui had limited application since
under the background of epidemics, the boundaries between Sha syndrome and epidemics were blurred, and effective
and experienced Sha-medicines were generally consumed for prevention and control of epidemics, as in the charity
distribution of free medicines. With the improvement of the market mechanism and the increase in the division of labor
and specialization, a large number of pharmacies have emerged in the market to undertake herb processing and supply of
patent medicines, and thus Sha-medicine was more provided by commercial pharmacies which promoted its widespread
application in daily medical consumption.
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