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Study of end-of-life and death pulse records based on Comprehensive Collection of
Qing Palace Medical Records

HE Linglin, SHEN Xiao, XU Guangxing

( Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Hangzhou 310053, China )

Abstract: By reviewing the pulse records in the Comprehensive Collection of Qing Palace Medical Records, it was
found that 24 individuals’ pulse records were associated with death, including 11 males and 13 females, with half of them

dying before the age of 30. The diseases involved included tuberculosis, natural death, epilepsy, smallpox, and others. Basic
information of these medical records provide valuable references for researching population issues and causes of death during the
Qing dynasty. The end-of-life and death pulse exhibit characteristics of standardization and real-time documentation. While this
facilitates the organization and analysis of pulse records, it also leads to instances where disease assessments may not be entirely
accurate. In end-of-life care, Qing palace pulse records often used symptoms like shortness of breath and loss of appetite to assess

critical conditions, relied on pulse diagnosis and respiration to determine life and death, and skillfully applied therapeutic methods
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such as Shengmai Yin, Tongguan Powder, and other emergency treatments to manage collapse or closed syndrome. Additionally,

Shengmai Yin was not limited to treating yin deficiency.

Keywords: Comprehensive Collection of Qing Palace Medical Records; Medical records; Pulse records; Death; Pulse;

Traditional Chinese medicine
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