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Formation and Evolution of Feudal Land Tax on

Medicinal Materials in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
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[ Abstract ] In ancient China, it was a routine practice for local officials to tribute medicinal materials to the imperial
palace. During the Ming dynasty, local governments were ordered to tribute needed medicinal materials to the Imperial
Academy of Medicine, making Tugong (local products tributes) become an extra burden for some regions. After the
reform of the “Yitiaobian (Collected Tax in Silver) Law” in the late Ming Dynasty, the tributes of medicinal materials
began to be paid in alternative silver coins, and eventually evolved to the payment of silver coins in the Qing Dynasty.
However, the silverized tax on medicinal materials was tolled according to the proportion the same as that of local
products tributes, which was clearly unfair in terms of tax management. The evolution of the tax on medicinal materials
reflects the development of the fiscal system and certain shortcomings of financial thoughts in the Ming and Qing
dynasties.
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