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[ Abstract ] With the enriching research issues for medical history, the female doctors, once deemed as marginal figures
in history, have obtained increasing attention by scholars. In recent decades, the research perspectives and methods of
ancient and modern female doctors have shown two completely different aspects in academic circles. On the one hand,
ancient female doctors were placed in a broader social life history by scholars of social history/gender history, to reveal
the source of their medical experience in terms of social factors, the medical system, their competition with orthodox
doctors, and their interaction with patients; on the other hand, female doctors’ works such as “Women Doctors’ Medical
Notes” have been paid attention to by the Chinese medicine community. And the discussion of medical knowledge and
prescription theory in those works generally lies within the scope of the academic history of Chinese medicine. While, the
research topics involving female doctors in modern times focus on aspects such as women’s medical education, medical
policies, media, marriage and occupational environment under the historical background of the awakening of civic

consciousness, the feminist movement, and the eastward spread of Western sciences. Although there have been many

[fEERAN ] FXH (ORCID: 0000—0002—9339—1850) , 4, E—mail: 596667427@qq.com

http://ygwz.cbpt.cnki.net 75



2023 4E 2 H B E B X # Feb., 2023
B8 H1M Chinese Medical Culture Vol. 18 No.1

productive researches on ancient and modern female doctors, due to the closed nature of the period limit, few works have
incorporated both domains. Therefore, it is necessary to explore the transition of Chinese female doctors from “traditional”
to “modern” roles and the medical thoughts of modern female doctors, with emphasis on theoretical reference of gender
theories and historical data diversity.

[ Keywords ] Female Doctors; Medical Figures; Gender History; Medical History
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