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Abstract Taking Ye Tianshi's "pathogen intruding into collateral in protracted disease" theory as the
foundation, syndrome differentiation and treatment as the framework, the paper analyzes the cause and pathog-
enesis of osteonecrosis of the femoral head (ONFH), it is believed that the depletion of liver, spleen and kidney is
the root cause, (i stagnation, blood stasis and phlegm obstruction as the superficial one, "pathogen intruding into
collateral in protracted disease" is the cause and pathogenesis of ONFH. On this basis, guided by collateral disease
theory, the paper analyzes the application of the theory in ONFH, it is believed that activating blood and dredging
collateral, purgation and tonifying because of deficiency of collateral adopted as therapeutic method, could provide
new exploration perspectives for TCM conservative therapy of ONFH.
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