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An Analysis of Differentiation and Treatment of Intestinal Carbuncle in
Orthodox Manual of External Medicine
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Abstract : According to Chen Shigong’s Orthodox Manual of External Medicine,the pathogenesis of intestinal carbuncle is dampness-
heat and blood stasis accumulated in the intestines. Based on the symptoms of abdominal pain,abdominal distension and ulceration,in-
testinal carbuncle can be divided into four stages:the initial stage,pyogenic stage,purulent stage and prolonged stage,so differentiation
and treatment by stages treatment is adopted. In the early stage,the abdominal pain is mild,and due to dampness,heat,and blood stasis
suppressed locally, the meridians are blocked,leading to pain. Chen Shigong believed that "it is appropriate to use purgative method" ,
so Rhubarb Decoction is adopted to remove blood stasis and reinforce the healthy gi. However, the power of Rhubarb Decoction is fierce,
and for those with weak body and thin pulse, Decoction for Promoting Blood Circulation and Removing Stasis can be used to harmo-
nize. " Abdominal pain,fullness, poor appetite,dribbling urination with stabbing pain" means that the abscess has gradually become,so

Chen Shigong advocated using Semen Coicis Decoction for harmonizing and guiding it. Besides, fumigation method, and acupuncture
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method can also be used to discharge pus. " When intestinal carbuncle has always pus, more abdominal pain, poor appetite , expulsion

method can be used for tonifying. At this time, the healthy ¢i is injured, with excessive pathogens and deficient healthy ¢i,so Cortex

Moutan Decoction , Pus-Discharging Powder, Seven Xian Powder can be adopted. When intestinal carbuncle accumulates for a long time,

the healthy ¢t is deficient and pathogens linger, it progresses into the prolonged stage. At that time,it was regarded as

" incurable syn-

drome" . Modern medicine uses amino salicylic acid preparations, hormones ,immunosuppressants , biological agents,stem cell therapy to

treat it. In view of the first three stages,Chen Shigong successively adopted the three methods :resolving method , expulsion method , and

tonifying method , which has further clarified the application of TCM surgical internal treatment in intestinal carbuncle,leaving valuable

experience for later generations.

Keywords : intestinal carbuncle ; Orthodox Manual of External Medicine ; Chen Shigong; differentiation and treatment by stages ;resolving

method ; expulsion method ; tonifying method
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