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[Abstract]  Through the combing of ancient books of Chinese herbal medicine in the past dynasties, a
textual research of Coptidis Rhizoma involved the name, origin, medicinal parts, producing area, quality
evaluation, harvesting and processing methods in famous classical formulas was conducted in this paper. After
textual research, the mainstream varieties of Coptidis Rhizoma in the Ranunculaceae family before Tang and
Song dynasties were Coptis chinensis and C. chinensis var. brevisepala, after the Ming and Qing dynasties, C.
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deltoidea, C. teeta and C. omeiensis were gradually praised. In ancient times, the authentic producing area of
Coptidis Rhizoma has the characteristics of gradually moving to the west. The eastern Coptidis Rhizoma was
highly praised in the early stage, while in the later stage, western Coptidis Rhizoma like chicken feet was highly
praised. In the early stage, western Coptidis Rhizoma probably originated from C. chinensis and its genus, while
Coptidis Rhizoma like chicken feet was cultivated, and no wild species has been found so far. As Coptidis
Rhizoma has mixed use of multiple origins in ancient books of past dynasties, based on the current shortage of
market resources in C. teeta and C. deltoidea, there are also endangered and protected plants of C. chinensis var.
brevisepala and C. omeiensis, combined with the mainstream medicines and resources of past generations, it is
recommended to choose C. chinensis as the base of the formulas. In ancient times, there were many processing
methods for Coptidis Rhizoma, such as frying and wine- , ginger- , honey-processed. In the process of
developing famous classical formulas, the appropriate processing specifications of Coptidis Rhizoma should be
selected based on the original source records and the requirements of the medicinal material.

[ Keywords] famous classical formulas; Coptidis Rhizoma; herbal textual research; origin; processing;
genuine medicinal materials; harvesting and processing
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Fig. 1 Pictures of Coptidis Rhizoma attached to Chinese materia medica in past dynasties
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Mig. 1 = I # i% C. trifolia Salisb.

1895 4F H 7 (Bl 1E B #ME ) £ 1) il 5t T
EEF6MEEREMY , P 1A OC.
anemonaefolia S. et Z.; @C. brachypetala S. et Z.(i%
i f% 5. 1 Siebold, Philipp Franz /% Zuccarini, Joseph
Gerhard T 1843 4E % % , Ml Z £ B B 1T M C.
japonica var. major (Migq.) Satake, ZE /34 T H A )
K H:AF Fh C. brachypetala var. pygmaca Mig.; @ C.
orientalls Mexim.; @ C. quinquefolia Mig. ( H { 7 [#
i &) Tt i % ) ; @C. trifolia Salisb., #2 #i& Emil
Bretschneider B H E AH ¥ ) , th 3044y — it %
1915 4 A RHMT = F BT CHEA) 44 10 ) i, 8 34
BAT R 3 A, I dth T X 3 @C.
anemonaefolia S. et Z., iAW HZE (AR FE N H )M £
BOHA=EIN A #%E " ; @C. chinensis Franch.
AP bR AR A ) 0 (B H 8 E R ), &
F T 1897 4F ], Y B 1897 4F (B K& M ML 4 4F % )
(Journal de Botanique) H iy « #5 3% ™, L [ k9
) O B E W F 4 ; B C. teeta Wall., | £ C.
occidentalis Auct., it} F (HE ¥ 7 3044 8 & 41 )b
SR A M TI) K Giles Allen Herbert i { £ 3 =7 it )
(A Chinese-English Dictionary) H A4 “ & % 7, 76 (#l
YR SCA B RN D) FRAKGE \ E i K ECRH
FE )24 55 ) R BRI E A )R i =
M E . 1911 Ch Y £ E)™ 208 T
7 ¥ 1% C. teeta Wall. - “Siebold ( 74 ff /K 7 ) 4 HR
5] 4 Coptis anemonaefolia, H A< A& 7 —Fh =t
T 5 Rl . Porter Smith 4% 15 kb oK i % TR 1 N
Justicia, " [d] if ik A 1 T B 3% 19 52 5 0 i A0 AL A
FH% . 19294FE BT =% 4 (N5 H4&
)P ER — A b X 3R AR AR B R B AT
TROE, mE AT 3R &M AR, /) C
anemonaefolia S. et Z., C. chinensis Franch. #iI C.
teeta Wall., §if — F 7EC i E A B & ) A i 5% L 5
2 43 il o AR A ) T A 8 RN A B B

1931 4 (v [ L ¥ =2 24 B )= vh X 8 3% 190 ikt
FL HAEAR =4 MO B2 BT Re Ak W2 W% A
JI B AR EE B I & T E
A, ¥ 2 h Coptis teeta 2 MR 25 il 1%, &b i d5e £, Ok
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S H AT P 2 M # %, IR i Coptis teeta 28 22 i 25 1l
B o SR B BT TRE TE BB T A b P A B Ol R B
EE T EE A EEZRE S BRSO
TG 2, T R /INEERL Jeffersonia dubia 2 KR ZE
Ao MeA R H AR A R A
A [ AR 2 2 78 BRI, & ih Barkhausia
repens il il o it G0 G ST 0L 24 A AR A DU R
Z L AW B Z 4, ok I Chelidonium
majus, 35 W IR JCRE ) o 15 4% TG 51 15 3% 1 P9
ZEAEIN FTETH I G2 A . 3 A B AR
TR Z O GE LU e, By LR E AN,
Corydalis J& ,Leontice J& .Berberis J& \Justicia J& 55 {8
YR % (PANE SRR — T —Aa T HS),
W AMARARE L2 5 T R A 22, H
KEARL Y o R =48 WIS, RUOR 7 2 E
CoptisJ@ M ¥, S A + 7= Z s et #E A H 2 HIR A
U B3 7 3 [ T A O Y 7 M L PR B Y AR
Ji T T A AR A R . TR UL,
B4 B A 8 % R X 2 FHE Y 8% Picrorhiza
scrophulariiflora Pennell ) 5 #2 25 |, & 10k iB i 34
24 . Jeffersonia dubia & /) B¢ B} fif # %
Plagiorhegma dubia Maximowicz ) 5| 4% . B 7% />
i e A S I IS U S Qi = [ 7 G O
Barkhausia repens /& 5 75 & XJ 445 Bl 15 325 R 57 T
Ixeris japonica (Burm.fil.) Nakai i fiy 4% , P75 % A
JHIX N2 4 . Chelidonium majus J& 22 S8} 1 i 3 8
i 3% C. majus Lour. %% 4 . Corydalis J& % S F}
S JE )8 44, Leontice J2 /N BERL 2 R B (1 )8 4
Berberis J& /N BERL /N BE J& 1 )& 44, Justicia S F 4 B
IREHE R I8 44 o fR bt Ul W, 75 5 AN 7 0%
M T 52 5 4 B RO B 25 6 R £ DR O X e T R
J5 A AR Z2 8 .

1933 4F T A 4 ) 1% /1N SR SR UC RS 8 R 285 25 )
NCH AT B ) G T 6 Rl B 1y 3L 7, 53 A
44 - % % Coptis anemonaefolia S. et Z. . /I # i% C.
brachypetala S. et Z.. 4fl it i% % C. brachypetala var.
pygmaca Miq. . K M ¥ 3% C. orientalls Mexim. il
M- # 7 C. quinquefolia Mig. Fil = I % i C. trifolia
Salish.. 7R 4R ,ix 4L % KL 5 5 1895 4F (o 1E 4 #b
T 20 ) B AR B — 0, B AN TR T S04
1936 4 A B 1 ) LA S 3 1 B 205 22 i AR B (1)
LT 4 XA CAERAL S AR S ORI S
AT TGS IF AT U . 4 LA C. teeta
Wall. >} # 3% 1F 44 , C. occidenlalis Auct. } 51 4% , {Hi%

5l 44 AE b A ) A5 D) R A e SR R B fE A R R
## & £ H A& 3 JE 4 C. japonica Makino, C.
quinquefolia Mig. A1 C. trifolia Salish., i\ k= Fg 7=
H) ¥ Fh R C. anemonaefolia S. et Z., 1 PU JI| A 24 ) 2
C. chinensis Franch.., 1959 4 24 35 )V i % Y
R A 3 Fh . D # % C. chinensis Franch., B /4 T
R WU YEVE e DU AR . FELI R &
CERAE DU AL YA RS B R F R, H
VU JE e 2 — i AR I B 5% MR R I i A
AL IR (5 = AL, T 2K 5 B
AN TR RE W R B RN AT R D) A —F (B
WL D, 2 75 S A 0l A S 0 45 A L, 3 S e B
JE L AE BT R 2 @ JE B % C. omeiensis
C. Y. Cheng, Mss. (C. chinensis var. omeiensis Chen
Mss.) ., @ = B % i% C. teetoides C. Y. Cheng, Mss.,
PRI ok 25 3 2R R R A A N TR B R S
R TET AR/ T B O A AN B 2 R B A b A
kLT — SR AR R B R
J& 3 &5 B FA 2 Thalictrum petaloideum L. U1 il /R J¥
F 5 T. baicalense Turaz. BV f& #4 % T. minus L.
ZJE AR . ML Ah A /NBERL i % P. dubia
Maximowicz .Bj O FFiY 5 i AR /NEERL /N BE & 2 A
Y. B R RAE R R A 2R E Asteropyrum
cavaleriei (Lévl. et Vant.) Drumm. ex Hutch. %5 .
1960 4F (24 4 2 )12 v B 3% (1 SR U5 S 2 i, BP 3R
7 % C. teeta Wallich #il C. chinensis Franchet, 7& [
i o 1 B R A Y IR E A 4R (b R A
Y Bl J& 1A 8 ) . HoHh LA Coptis chinensis Franchet 4
F, 00 R A 2SI AR K & Coptis
teeta Wallich; 1 4 & C. chinensis Fr., #4578 45
B R A 45 (P 25 4R 1957 4F 202 51) , A Ik JE &
# R K ¥ C. chinensis Fr.; ¥f % o H 28 Fh C.
chinensis Fr. var. omeiensis Chen. DU JI| [ 2% [ #H [
s 2E F 9 % N O A HE R % 5 C. chinensis Fr. 4
f£l, 5 C. teeta Wall. A~ [H] , % &£ 44 4 C. chinensis Fr.
var. shihchuanensis. 2. z & : JR /¥ A N b & C.
teetoides C.Y. Cheng #& . X ¥iiliEE =/ A A H
4# 3% C. quinquesecta W. T. Wang (#1473 2 2 4ft
1957) . 3.+ % IR0 BF AR Y BOE R A W AR 2
Wil ) PG AE b I A R B . Wi VL7 5 2h C. chinensis
Fr.O#iverp 25 F 1) . 4. H A% . & £ KB} Coptis
japonica Makino(C. anemonaefolia S. et Z.) , 7=+ H
A, g B2 Jay 7 B A, R S ™ B 2R
5. & i ¥ % . & /)N BE Rl % 3% Jeffersonia dubia
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Bentham et Hooker [ #R S AR 2% | 7= F o [ 75 Jb Fn
i B VAT S S b, AT B IR ARV B L 6. DR
R B HEA A ZE R (Thalictrum L) A 9 19 47 4R
R .- miy B U & L7

B % J& Coptis & Hl A 1 - 22 K e - RIR G 1
(Richard Anthony Salisbury ) # i€ 1) , & 3 1€ 1807 4F
i) { #k 43 2 45 45 T ) (Transactions of the Linnean
Society of London) %% 8 % 305 it . { [ 4 4y 7% )\ 4
Wi 2K H % R A Y 6 Bl R 1 AR A . D ¥ 3% C. chinensis
Franch., & Bl £ B 22 - 8y - 3f ) i (Adrien René
Franchet) & 4 Jf &k %% 7£ 1897 4F % 1 T Journal de
Botanique; J: AF Fh J& ¥ &% % C. chinensis var.
brevisepala W. T. Wang et Hsiao J& T 3C % Hl i 3% #
A48 B, R RAE 1965 4R (2 27 2 4R ) 55 3 o X A
o 3 O R R R 24 ) A A B R B AR A
e IR B IR A g R M ) Th R E A
>k C. chinensis Fr. var. shihchuanensis i 5 ff . @ =
A I # 3% C. deltoidea C. Y. Cheng et Hsiao. , & I i
A KRR A 44 1, K RAE 1965 AE (2 2 2 ) 4 3
ML ® = M % C. teeta Wall., j& i Nathaniel
Wallich fiy 44 , & 3 7£ 1836 4 Transactions of the
Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta 5% 8 /it I ;
@ g J§ ¥ % C. omeiensis (Chen) C. Y. Cheng, & ik
Hi AR B AR A 44 19, K 3RAE 1965 AE 2 2= 2 4l ) o
3 I ;@ T %L # % C. quinquesecta W. T. Wang, J&
FSCR AT, K FAE 1957 E R 7 224 40D
© F. T B % C. quinquefolia Mig., /& Friedrich Anton
Wilhelm Miquel iy 2 /) , & 3% 7€ 1869 4F: 1) Annales
Musei Botanici Lugduno-Batavi [-, % i 3 % /> fii 1
HATEFRE TG .

gi bt A s R T RE T
BE AT T A 44 A0 LT LAY O Y e ) R
o B F TN AR ERAY A E A H A, RSy
A W rh [ G R X B RS O By rh
24 B 0 JE AR ) AT 22 A AR O TR RS, B TR
[ RS i Z R AP 2= 2 0 T ENRL T 4 .
B 719t ot P cE R H AR B R B
J& Coptis By ik fr 4 ¥ i%E . HAZEMREZ N
PP HANEGERMEY , Z UM IE S 4. U7
FHEMARREREBEEY K Z N E =B HEC.
teeta Wall.. L 3| 1897 4F i [ A7 ) 2% 5 f] {5 1L *4¢ -
7 - 3 B A 7 T R 1 A R TCRE 5 i 44 N
# % C. chinensis Franch.. &% &Y 7D,
A3 A XSO I A, O BT A s 2
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AP i B PR B % AL, 3K 4 v 3 D 0 0 o R
TEK W AME, R I, 1963 4F jR ([ 25 i) v 3 3%
Mok R A AN = AR B RS, B R B R OB A ) 9O C.
chinensis Franch. =[] J& ft A8 7 19 1 4 b T AR AR
25 1965 4 iR A L B AR A AE W 2 20 [ 4
M E B AT T2 4, Wi T ik
MR EE G, A5 1977 45 hC [ 2 ) e L )
T 25 B () 3 J5UBH B Oh #5 3% C. chinensis Franch. . = ff)
i # #% C. deltoidea C. Y. Cheng et Hsiao &} = % C.
teeta Wall, & E A 7 DLk B LA DY 1| — 717 (4 % 3% C.
chinensis Franch. Fl 4 V13 B0 Ui — 7 19 20 25 o %
C. chinensis var. brevisepala W. T. Wang et Hsiao |r]
isf—3Jf: 245 A , C. chinensis Franch. U ) B J5 A A 3%
i i ik .
3 EMMERMRFIE

MDA T ARIL 2R L 28 DU 8 3% 7 M
BEAE A AE R AR L & AR R 2R L B B b R
DU A Y Bl BB 3 R v R AR B 5 B R
P TN I S DL B NN O TR A N S P S
SN AN R E I R = = T TN it I I e AN -1 5
Jiti 45 by 5 BH I I ), 4 i O R T . A B
XA AT T BN GRS G B VS
W EE S DA 7 XA AR G AR B T i
Hb 24 A4 7 i 0 B LT b R AR AR R TR L
B8R L0 R BRE I R o (AR RE SRS )0 R R
ZENXG 7, )4 2 B %, B i VLR AR AE
I T % 52 # % C. deltoidea 8 Hb M bk i 2 — (AR B
SN IR TGESR , Ao+ 84 7 i
DL R IR R R B s ], 20 R A A
TG BRI A R /NI I BR L, e
TR EZ R, BRI MEE T REEAL,
4 RS EIE

AR L B R 2 2 AR 2 R R AR
BI)E = H ANHA KR CARFZEZE)H “H
FUEREERE NERL D, LB WCE i N £ A
HCE S VE % (R0 ) £ e kAT R0, DA
HRZE A2 3% (B 3% ) It i SR Wi, DA | 3 43
MRZEH o — BAE N EEAME . AR LW, R
YRR B AN, FLA A= Py B 7E AR 25 TP A i L AE AR
155 B /NBER AL | £5 AE Wi e S0 B i A AR A
DL = AR A A TE AR IR 25 rp, R DA
AR A T CTUAE A 3 v AR W) R B R TR D A
IR 25— [F] A28 911 PR 1 FH 0 {8 T e o v 7
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5 SUghn TR sl i

D3 AR AR B b2 28 B 3 SR SO R B ), 20
TN R 4 B ) SR B AR AR BT A R E AR
K, = H NHR(ARFEE G )E A5
B B -ee e NAGIPFT, arRE. — A \H
KRR o AT IEH ANt AMRBRER (R
BFME AR, —ANAR_A(HES3
AR, NH (BHDT9 A ) R #ihs. 2020
A G L 24 ) B T R R A B S AR A
U, M LR AR . B DT AR R A
2, W B el U KD A AR R e
Bt R R A R
5.1 Wil 0B Y e RE 08 1Y R L E 2 L E
BR LB HMR EE e, (AL ET)E
BN PR (R A MRS ) B U DA 4K
WECRFXE ) MCEF ) ic#k .« L0k
G AR B BAR O g 0 o R R R EE K
Yok " FAT 080 22807 o R B bR ) 2 iR
FRB L kT
52 Uil IACEE 2 U) A s el A, ndas A
T4 07 ) R CEE W VI vk e R K3
Y175 (R 28 Sy )4 R R A8 e COROF SR
F R T VIC R T FLAE e v 22200, 00 7 1 7 ik 5 B AR
(RBF RGBT R 7.
5.3  ANhndEMEL ] DRI R N 0 R Y
il 7k 22 R b an CHRIRERS SO0 R BT (s
TV AR, AR, UNLZYIE ) $E 5
SR ORI R )P R BA A B )
BT IS A BRILZ AN EARCT & F )
PEEN B AR S IS A H L
5.4 Jinf ke
5.4.1 I AT 22 RN G E 2 I TR
PEGI 25 1 AT iR L AR R Ak, AR (AR
VA ) B B R R T . O T i A
J5 ¥k RACC= R — R E i ) e 8 . R R,
R e S 7 - 13 L NS = i/ | o
(AR 2 W — T, 7 N E 2 R
QN IR S SR RTINS R TRE - AR C FRRE (31 et
TR, LA #n B L2, B EGE T (B R )
rhOF LR B B R B VE R, BT AR BT
A OB R FE) T B 7 ) S B A 2 lid 8.
5.4.2 % ZEEIEEM H W 2RO 5 i H
Z M T[] e 3 5 H gk X 22 oy (IR O )k E —
WL AEZ W, — A Ig K AT, AR, A

2 HUE R (CETF B )T R, R
V0P8 IO R, 2 R IHIE T (N LT A B
WA T7 ) E S T B A TR, SO A 22 D P i
IS R% K SR N G WS S 35 0 S A N 6 O B &
oyl E A RN, LR A, RN B E " (A
BORTT ) R G AE 0y, — ) R R
B, IR K H T (AR )G
B 1 VAR B R4 ) (AR IE 55 ) *0 45 7l 5 14 3 H
SR

5.43 R MGk T E IR 8 SE 2 L
JFRE Z AR Ko A€o T B sy A — 0, JH R
B PTRND , DLR B R 0 B O ok A
Ko UPNILTAE BROE T )T B L) (AR
7 )45 B Y BN 5 SR B R L (B T A i ) e
AR T AR F R T SRR B R RS BOH RE
KRInzE, YR RIFEZ MW"

Bt 2 A0, D AR R i A VF 22 DA AR X B
EEBEATIE A B T vk, B LB ORIKR (E
T/MER B IR A LR LU AR T
Rt HREE O HORHD i A o D AR SR X B i
A RV ML 7 3 B T EEAT 1 R, (AR 5228 ) A
N KAE A LERER , K AE R K0 LU E AR, 52 KRR
HE KB I L R K8 IR R, R KR R AR
LI K B OR, 8 BTG 8 AT R o BE = W 4D 22, T
JE KRS BRI, 2o SR HETT I, SR AR IR, N FLIR 2%
5 B A, S RE BN R 2 AT )R B A
KPR o R GOKED I B R, 0% RN
P e B A AR W, oKD IR AR
HTCRFGH )IC#C: TSI B A KR,
SN BOA AR KA K Z U, HS— Rl i
ATFABLE, G K Z F 2 JaARNEZ MR
Z o RIFIEZ 52k, I LU BT R4S SR T 2
KM LA A 5 22 K W U I iR R iR 2
HC M RLZETT I 36 T £ 22 K, 0 RAER K SR D
PRI Z I PR AR BIR D 3f af 23 B AR
O P BRI R B K M LU 4b o ik
A 2 551 o PRE L T J T E T LR
P ZEI R PRI 2, T Wl ) AR
TG0 A WD TE i 5 2 0k et 7 CBR R R
FOCR B 2k B2 KB ERKHE K,
AR Lk =wmpEmh ALK, HEE
B I A I ) T (AR 5 o0 ) T 5 |
TCRF N E )b LT B o= B2 ) 30 28 - v Pl
W RIS HEIS  TT KB A RR B LD, 8
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o BT I, AR 2 2010 o 5 b yT o A4
FH 7 C2 5l 38 SCYIH - 22 361 LRI FEIE ) 2 A8
Sl ESPT, W GE K, 5] B LISk B o 5yt
IOTEIFIE K o kb SR Ak S o b ) . AR
9 I BE i, U TR

M $ERF M EN R Tk T+,
I H 187 2 BN W & R, 6 A A e 4R A 0 R
Wi R A o LY AR b R, D AR I 2k B 8 Ol I 1k i
B 5 AR AR K IH K i 3 8 & ol B AR G
Zedfil, ARG s kTS | ok KA B A RO N £
Z K JE R KR K AN BT A R AR AR, B
T 32 7 RS BIAL K BB R R 4 I
R B S E BT WS
R E S . 2020 4F Rt FE 2 S WS T 4 Fh i
BT RS BD B e Wk 2 GE s
Il 2 RS SRR MR S 0 R B
2 VAR B, M S AT B A O o kAR A
IR ARG JE 22 Pk . AR 2 BB o R I, G 1Y
F BN A N B B
1T ARG RN B AE AN IS A D EARRR
BRI R, DL ARG 20 VSRR
H0 T 3% T, LA e R T U 2
PE 5 WU AR A A — 8 KBRE
6 Z5iE

SHUERTH, T RAREZ), 54
MZ ARG DL R HOE A o T ARA B i i
FEAE 2 SRR RS O, 28 5 R % | — A b B
R E R P R NS
WIVT BB EE U s R A B R DA 2 A2
Rz &, B 8%, 2 W LR 2 Wk v
T 7= X6 TG A Ay 3 b, 5 o, W R 5 B 7 R 409 XoF 2
R TR AR K, 3 EUE R R A R A G,
910 V4 R A W] Re R R T v N R JE AR W i S A
INE AR W, 25 R EAATEAN. £ T
e OMEE H AT AS E R R N kA B IR R
TWE AR HEY 455 DI AR 25 0 X TR O, 2
W3k £ 8 % C. chinensis 1E 4 A 3¢ 25 8L & J7 A 245 3
JE o AR e BB I A 3 2 R AR A b b K
2L Rz —H AHRRA. XTIt
W2 77 H B —#))h & A dE M &4 07, R W
A B T A SR A TR A2 Tt M B 3 v B
M BRI, I O B M A% A2,
TET L bV VL R S AT Ml D7 6 R v 2
KD B A M AR W, T S BRI TR
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