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[ Abstract] Although materia medica literature in the Qing Dynasty constitutes nearly half of the extant herbal
works, the academic contributions of this era have generally received low appraisal within the field of traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM). This evaluation is particularly pronounced when these Qing works were eclipsed by the
unparalleled monumental work of Ben Cao Gang Mu ( { X5 H ) Compendium of Materia Medica), and they seem
to have struggled to make little breakthroughs whether in terms of contents or methodology. However, as the final

dynasty when herbal works were compiled in traditional ways, medical scholars of Qing Dynasty, while building upon
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their predecessors, actively sought developments in both theory and practice, whose efforts seamlessly bridged the gap
between traditional herbalism and modern pharmacology. This paper initiates an exploration from the compilation style
of comprehensive materia medica in the Qing Dynasty, aiming to investigate the supplementary and developmental
contributions to theory and application of herbal medicine made by the medical community in the “post-Compendium of
Materia Medica” era, refine the historical context of traditional herbal science and contemplate the scientific and societal
values of materia medica studies during that period.

[ Keywords ] Materia Medica; Compilation Style; Qing Dynasty; “Post-Compendium of Materia Medica” Era; History
of Books
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