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[ Abstract] Slicing is critical in the processing of Chinese materia medica (CMM) processed product and the specification ( thick-
ness) is closely related to the quality of the decoction. On the basis of clarifying the concept and evolution of slicing of CMM processed
product by reviewing the Chinese herbal classics of the past dynasties and general rules of local processing standards, this study dis-
cussed the development history of slicing specifications in general rules of Chinese Pharmacopoeia (2020 edition) , analyzed the current
situation and key problems, and proposed the thinking and suggestion on promoting the sound development of slicing of CMM processed
product. Since 2000, the slicing thickness of CMM processed product in the general rules of local CMM processed product processing
specifications newly revised and issued by 27 provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities has been consistent with that in the
general rules of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia (2020 edition). The standard that the thickness of extremely thin pieces is less than 0.5

mm is rarely retained, and the pieces in 0. 5-1 mm thickness have not been found on the market, which is consistent with the provisions
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of the general rules of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia. This study can provide a historical and modern basis for the rationality of slicing of

CMM processed product.
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CMM processed product; slicing techniques; general rules of processing; slicing specification
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Fig. 1 Cutter and other knives in the Ming dynasty
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Slicing specifications of representative Chinese materia medica processed product recorded in the Processing of Traditional

Chinese Medicine Experience Integration ( Zhong Yao Pao Zhi Jing Yan Ji Cheng)
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Table 2 Summary of slicing specifications from various editions of the Chinese Pharmacopeia and main local processing standards
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Table 3 Thickness of the extremely thin slices of representative CMM processed product (x+s,n=50)
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Fig.2  Extremely thin slices of representative CMM processed

product
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