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Study on image schema of conceptual metaphor in Huangdi Neijing

LI Ping, WANG Dongke, XU Jiangyan

( Henan University of Chinese Medicine, Zhengzhou 450046, China )

Abstract: As the cornerstone of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM), Huangdi Neijing has been extensively integrated
with conceptual metaphors in the process of its theoretical system construction. These conceptual metaphors are not only rhetoric

at the linguistic level, but also substantively become the core framework of TCM theory. From the perspective of cognitive
linguistics, this paper uses a series of image schema theories, such as container schema, up-down schema, start-path-target schema
and so on, to profoundly analyze and systematically interpret the conceptual metaphor system in Huangdi Neijing. This paper aims

to reveal the typological characteristics and logical laws of conceptual metaphors, and improve the overall grasp and understanding

of TCM concepts and theories through interdisciplinary research methods.
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