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[ Abstract] A rich diversity of wild medicinal plant resources is distributed in China, but the breeding of new plant varieties of Chi-
nese medicinal plants started late and the breeding level is relatively weak. Chinese medicinal plant resources are the foundation for
new varieties breeding, and the plant variety rights (PVP) are of great significance for the protection and development of germplasm re-
sources. However, most Chinese medicinal plants do not have a distinctness, uniformity, and stability ( DUS) testing guideline. The
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has put 191 plant species ( genera) on protection lists, of which only 30 are medicinal species
(genera). At the same time, only 29 of 293 species ( genera) plants in the Protection List of New Plant Varieties of the People's Repub-
lic of China ( Forest and Grass) belong to Chinese medicinal plants. The number of PVP applications and authorization of Chinese me-
dicinal plants is rare, and the composition of variety is unreasonable. Up to now, 29 species ( genera) of DUS test guidelines for Chi-
nese medicinal plants have been developed. Some basic problems in the breeding of new varieties of Chinese medicinal plants have ap-
peared, such as the small number of new varieties and insufficient utilization of Chinese medicinal plant resources. This paper reviewed
the current situation of breeding of new varieties of Chinese medicinal plants and the research progress of DUS test guidelines in China
and discussed the application of biotechnology in the field of Chinese medicinal plant breeding and the existing problems in DUS tes-

ting. This paper guides the further application of DUS to protect and utilize the germplasm resources of Chinese medicinal plants.
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Table 1 Species (genera) of Chinese medicinal plants directly

involved in the protection list of new varieties of agricultural

plants of China
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Table 2 Species (genera) of Chinese medicinal plants directly
involved in the protection list of new varieties of forest and grass

plants in China
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